MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EVENTS SUB-COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 15th
MARCH 2017 AT 7.00 P.M. AT THE TOWN HALL, GREAT WESTERN HOUSE, 9 DEVON
SQUARE, NEWTON ABBOT
PRESENT

Councillors

Mrs J Cleave (Chairman) Presiding
M E Ryan (Vice-Chairman)

Councillors

Mrs C Bunday
C Coyle-Moore
R Hayes
M Hocking
D Howe
R Jenks

In attendance:
E35.

M Joyce
Mrs A Jones (Dep Mayor)
C Parker
M Pilkington
K Purchase
Ms L Roberts (Mayor)

Alexandra Robinson - Committee Administrator
Sally Henley – Town Development Manager

APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Mrs Natalie Hicks, Events Co-ordinator.

E36.

INTERESTS TO BE DECLARED
Councillors M Ryan, Mrs C Bunday, M Hocking, C Parker and K Purchase gave notice of
their intention to declare personal interests in Minute E39, Newton Abbot Carnival 2017 and
Councillor Mrs A Jones gave notice of her intention to declare a personal interest in Minute
E41, Armed Forces Day 2017.

E37.

MINUTES
The minutes of the Events Sub–Committee meeting held on 11th January 2017 were
received and signed as a correct record.

E38.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
None.

E39.

NEWTON ABBOT CARNIVAL 2017
The Chairman invited Carnival Chairman Councillor Mike Ryan to update the SubCommittee on the Carnival 2017 proposals. He reported that the carnival committee had
met on two occasions since the last sub-committee meeting, and advised that the two
charities had been selected as Homestart and Shared Lives. The Carnival Chairman gave
an outline of the week’s proposed events and Members noted it was a full and diverse
range of family entertainment. He reported that the Rotary Club had organised an additional
event, ‘wheel-barrow race’, which would be run independently at Courtenay Park. Members
noted the high fee for teams to enter this particular event. He welcomed applications for
2017 Carnival Queen and attendants and reported that work had started on the Carnival
Float with the theme of Tulips from Amsterdam. Following discussion, Members welcomed
the new sponsorship and the Chairman thanked the Carnival Chairman for his thorough
update.
Councillors M Ryan, C Bunday, M Hocking, C Parker and K Purchase having declared
personal interests in the item took part in the discussion.

E40.

EVENTS UPDATE
A. Events

In the absence of the Events Co-ordinator the Chairman invited the Town Development
Manager to give an update on the forthcoming Easter event. She summarised the key
activities booked and expressed her thanks for local sponsorship and the supply of
chocolate eggs as that had made a large contribution to the event. The Chairman then
invited the Committee Administrator to update Members on the other forthcoming events.
Alex Robinson made reference to notes provided by the Events Co-ordinator and the
following key points were raised:
Easter Event
 Confirmed that all areas had been organised and booked and the event would be
held on Easter Saturday, 15th April 2017.
Town Criers
 Twelve Town Criers had confirmed their attendance at the competition to date;
 Judges had been agreed to include both Councillors Mike Joyce and Rob Hayes;
 Some sponsorship had been received and the Events Co-ordinator awaited
responses from Tuckers Maltings on requests for prizes and Austin’s as a Judge;
 Councillor Ken Purchase confirmed the timings and arrangements for the
competition based upon comments and revisions made in previous years.
Autumn Fayre
 The Events Co-ordinator had highlighted the areas to action for the event, which
included organising cheese curling following its success last year; to invite craft
stalls to participate again; to investigate the possibility of having a cooking
demonstration and agree the theme for the Bake Off Competition, to which
Councillors suggested that there be an independent judge for this particular event.
B. Band Concerts 2017
The Chairman advised that since the circulation of the Band Concert Summary 2017 they
had received confirmation of sponsorship from Buyrite Tyres for the Bay Brass concert in
May. She added that only one concert currently stood without sponsorship which was very
positive compared to last year and she thanked The Mayor’s Secretary, Mrs Winsborrow,
on behalf of the sub-committee for her efforts in achieving the sponsorship. Members
discussed publicising the sponsorship to thank local businesses for their continued support.
C. Events Equipment Inventory
Members noted the updated Events Equipment Inventory (previously circulated). They
commented on the quality of the summary paper and expressed their thanks to the
Handyman and the Events Co-ordinator for the preparation of a thorough document.
Following discussion, among Members, further items had been identified and it was
suggested that these could be included on an updated document and it would be used to
plan a list of items for replacement. The Committee Administrator confirmed that the list
would be updated at intervals.
E41.

ARMED FORCES DAY
Further to Minute 17/01(E29 b) the Chairman invited Councillor Mrs Ann Jones to update
Members on the proposed plans for the new event. The event originally scheduled for
Saturday 1st July had now been deferred until Saturday 28th October 2017 since other
similar events were to be held on the same day. Therefore, the new date had been
selected to coincide with the launch of the Poppy Appeal. Councillor Jones had registered
the event and applied for grant funding. A response was anticipated towards the end of
April. It was noted that some of the proposed events were dependent upon a successful
grant application but that a scaled down version could still go ahead in keeping with the
launch of the Poppy Appeal. Councillor Jones outlined some of the events including a
presentation and possible inter-school competition organised by the Field Gunners
regiment. Sally Henley would supply Councillor Jones with the necessary risk assessment
documents and the Chairman requested a further update at the next meeting of the Events

Sub-Committee where upon the outcome of the grant application would be known. The
Chairman and Councillors offered their support for the event and their thanks to Councillor
Jones for her efforts to date.
Councillor Mrs J A M Jones, having declared a personal interest in the item took part in the
discussion.
E42.

INCOME & EXPENDITURE
Members noted the Events Sub-Committee income and expenditure statement to the 31st
January 2017 and the remaining budget.
It was reported that the funds that remained would contribute to the cost of printing the new
events diaries and banners. The Chairman commended the Events Co-ordinator for good
management of the budget as it was forecast to break even by the end of the financial year.
Members discussed the possibility of making a press-release to inform the public of the
wide range of events provided by the Town Council on the limited budget available. The
Committee Administrator noted to raise with the Events Co-ordinator on her return.

E43.

LATE CORRESPONDENCE
None.

E44.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the Events Sub-Committee would be held on Wednesday 7th June
2017.

-------------------------------Chairman

